THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
non-existent, especially the plain fact of the world-
wide interdependence of peoples, and consequent
mutual obligations the one to the other.
Having recognised one fundamental fact we must
also recognise others. Indians (or Irishmen or South
Africans) are entitled to say to Englishmen: 'We admit
that India has obligations to Britain and the outside
world, as Britain has obligations to India. We do not
admit the right of Britain to be sole judge as to what
they are, or to impose her will upon India: any more
than Britain would admit the right of India to be sole
judge or to impose her will upon Britain if she could/
What is the reply? It is that at present there is no
systematically organised world society, no generally
recognised world authority; and the relations of states
are chaotic and anarchic to a degree which is not true
at all of the relations between individuals living in a
systematically organised state. Where there is no com-
mon authority, no organised society, a condition of
contract almost inevitably becomes one of the 'status'
-a condition in which the more powerful of the two
parties has the casting vote. Otherwise, when honest
differences arise, and each side is passionately con-
vinced that it is right and the other wrong, you get
either the triumph of the strong or sheer deadlock.
And deadlock, the suspense of vital activities, will not
long endure in a world that must somehow feed its
people. When the traffic is blocked because a dispute
is on as to whether cars should go to the left as in
Britain or to the right as abroad, it matters less
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